
 

Hi 
 
 We are Binge Culture, theatre innovators all the way from New 
Zealand. We invite you to volunteer as performers in our unique 
street performance in The Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2017. 

 

Whales  An interactive performance by 

new-form theatre company Binge Culture 
 

Join Our Pod 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2017 

 
Whales is a multi-award-winning performance coming to The Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2017 for the first time 
and we seek volunteer performers to join our Whale Pod for up to 6 performances in August. 
 
You don’t need to be a performer!  We welcome all sorts of people who are confident fluid movers, comfortable in 
a wetsuit in public and who are up for a “whale of a time”. This performance has travelled all over New Zealand 
and we have had volunteer performers from all walks of life such as whale enthusiasts, families, conservation 
groups, students, dancers and children. 
 
A uniquely New Zealand performance, The Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2017 season will be the international 
premier of Whales and a chance for you to be part of it. Learn what to do in a whale stranding as well as build 
knowledge of these astounding creatures and ocean conservation.  
 
We are looking for  enthusiastic individuals or groups of people who can commit to a minimum of 2 out of our 6 
performances over the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2017. If you are interested, please keep reading and feel free 
to share with your community. 
 

What to expect Binge Culture’s Whales is a community-building event in which                    
strangers on the street suddenly find themselves working together to save a pod of stranded whales                               
and help them refloat and return to freedom.  
 
Being a Binge Culture whale you will be part of a 15+ strong pod of other whale performers. It means moving 
majestically on foot as if swimming through the streets, believing you are the largest animal ever to have lived on 
planet Earth, communicating with your pod through your whale song, flapping your fins against the water, rolling 
on your back and gurgling in the sun, and stranding and being saved by friendly humans. Being a whale is a 
wonderful experience. You will strand and the public will be invited to care for you, placing wet towels on your 
backs and comforting you. Together the whales gently sing a song of New Zealand before the audience refloats 
you. 
 
You will be performing alongside Binge Culture members who will play the response workers and a lead 
whale that you follow. So at all times you will be supported by experienced performers and you will be fully trained 
during a fun three hour rehearsal prior to the performance. 
 
 

 



 

What you will gain  
Receive full whale movement and sound training 
Learn about whale strandings and whale conservation 
Learn a simple, yet powerful, song in Maori (indigenous language of New Zealand) 
Perform alongside professionals and learn useful performance skills 
Make international friends and contacts within the theatre industry 
Be part of a rewarding community performance 
 

Look at the pictures below and Watch this video by Saffan Firdaus that captures the experience of being a whale. 
He was a Whale performer alongside his drama class from Wellington College in Whales at the Capital E national 
Theatre for children 2017 in Wellington, Nz  
 

Watch Here  https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1GNcysA17WJQ0ZVLU01TXdyLVU/view 
 

Whales in Pictures   

 

 

Whales starts with the pod “swimming” through the street     The whales strand  

 Photo Wellington 2013                                                                                     Photo Splore Festival 2014 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The public work together to save the whales                         The whales are re-floated and triumphantly breach 
Photos from Auckland 2015. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1GNcysA17WJQ0ZVLU01TXdyLVU/view
http://www.bingeculture.co.nz/whales


 

Details    Whales is HEAPS of fun with hardly any time commitment needed - the 

perfect performance experience 
 
You will be required to commit to a minimum of two of the following performances and at least one of the following 
rehearsals. Please let us know if you cannot make one of the rehearsals but would still like to be involved, as we 
may be able to arrange alternative rehearsals. Generally, our whales find it suits best to attend rehearsal directly 
before the performance, so the whole experience can take place in a morning-early afternoon. You are welcome 
and encouraged, to attend multiple rehearsals. 
 
For your second and subsequent performance, we ask you to arrive at 11:30am to get into costume, warm up and 
bond with your pod.  
 
The performance will take place in George Square, Edinburgh.  
 

Performances 
 
5th of August Saturday 12.30pm-1:30pm 
6th of August Sunday    12.30pm-1:30pm 
12th of August Saturday 12.30pm-1:30pm 
13th of August Sunday    12.30pm-1:30pm 
19th of August Saturday  12.30pm-1:30pm 
20th of August Sunday    12.30pm-1:30pm 
 
 

Rehearsals 
 
5th of August Saturday  09.00am- 12:30pm 
6th of August Sunday     09.00am- 12:30pm 
12th of August Saturday  09.00am- 12:30pm 
13th of August Sunday     09.00am- 12:30pm 
19th of August Saturday   09.00am- 12:30pm 
20th of August Sunday      09.00am- 12:30pm 
 

Contact    If you would like to leap aboard then please email us with the following 

information and any questions you may have. 
 
Email Fiona McNamara and Rachel Baker at bingeculture@gmail.com +64 273572142 
  
1. Your name, a contact email and phone number for yourself/your group. 
 
2. The dates of the 2-6 performances you can perform in 
 
3. The rehearsal you can attend. Please contact us if none of the above rehearsals suit as we still want to hear 
from you.  
 
4. Confirmation that you are happy to perform as a beached whale and lie on the ground with people pouring 
small amounts of water on your back  
  
5.. Do you have your own wetsuit?  If not, please provide your size and we will provide one.  
  
6. Are you over 16? If not, you are welcome to perform with us, but let us know how old you are and we ask that 
you have an adult caregiver who is responsible for keeping an eye on you during the show. 
  
If you’d like, check out the Binge Culture website for more information about the company as well as 
photos and videos of previous performances: www.bingeculture.co.nz/whales  

 

mailto:bingeculture@gmail.com
http://www.bingeculture.co.nz/whales


 

 

We hope you join us! 
 

 
Final moments performance as whales triumphantly breach and are splashed with water. Auckland 2015  

 
 

Binge Culture Collective Leaders in experimental performance in New              
Zealand they are hailed by the New Zealand Herald newspaper as “one of the country's most                               
exciting, direct and original theatre companies."  
 
Formed in 2008, Binge Culture makes immediate, funny and playful devised performance that dissects and                             
subverts our culture and society. Binge Culture is committed to forging new ways of engaging with the                                 
audience, and giving them real stakes in each performance. They have won numerous awards and toured                               
throughout New Zealand and to La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club in New York. Binge Culture has made over                                   
20 works including site-specific outdoor interactive performances, audio tours of supermarkets and the New                           
Zealand’s national museum, and theatre productions that boldly question theatrical conventions. 
 
This work is part of a suite of works from the company at Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2017. The other works are                                         
Break Up, a 5 hour durational performance (to which audience can come and go) and a new audio work Ancient                                       
Shrines and Half Truths. See our website below for more information on the company and its works. 
 

Awards: Whales 
Best in Fringe - NZ Fringe Festival 2013 
Creative NZ Award for Innovation - NZ Fringe Festival 2013 
Fringe Outdoor Award - NZ Fringe Festival 2013 
The Spirit of the Fringe Award - Auckland Fringe Festival 
2015 

Reviews: 
http://www.theatreview.org.nz/reviews/review.php?id=5485 
http://www.theatreview.org.nz/reviews/review.php?id=7724 

 

 

http://www.theatreview.org.nz/reviews/review.php?id=5485


 

 

 

http://www.bingeculture.co.nz/whales


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


